MAINTAINING A RIGHT HEART IN LAWLESS AND CHALLENGING TIMES
(We must never lose our fire and passion for the things of God)

The Apostle Paul wrote in relation to the times that we are now living in,

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

So given the state of the world that we are now living in it is crucial that we always seek to maintain our love and passion for the things of God
The Apostle Paul also wrote, 
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)

In Jesus’ Parable of the Persistent Widow we see an incredible statement from the unjust judge:

“Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?”” (Luke 18:6-8)
The bible says much about the heart of man. I will begin by looking at just four scriptures in relation to the heart
In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?  I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings” (Jeremiah 17:9-10)
Jesus Himself said, 
“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45)

Jesus also said, “Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you saying:

‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honour Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” (Matthew 15:7-9)
Jesus also said in relation to the heart,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

AS CHRISTIANS LIVING IN A WORLD FULL OF CHALLENGES, MATERIALISM, TEMPTATIONS AND INCREASING OPPOSITION TO CHRISTIAN VALUES, MAINTAINING A RIGHT HEART IS CRUCIAL IF WE ARE TO FULLY EMBRACE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
This is why Jesus Himself said,

“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)
The condition of our heart spiritually is what matters to God most. Our love for Him must always be our greatest priority in life
It is our love for Him that also gives us the ability to love others and to live out the second great commandment that Jesus gave,

“And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)
The condition of our heart spiritually will greatly influence the way that we live our life and the words that we speak, especially when under pressure

What is in our heart will greatly determine the outcome of our life and the degree to which we fulfil our God given destiny in life

If our love for Jesus is always our highest priority in life we will truly be salt and light in a world in desperate need of genuine hope

We must refuse to allow the cares of this world and the desires for other things to enter into our heart and steal our affections for Christ

So given the nature of the human heart and how it greatly determines the way that we live our life, how important it is that we keep our heart with all diligence in the times that we are now living in
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

I WILL NOW VERY QUICKLY SHARE SOME GREAT KEYS TO HELP US TO CONTINUALLY MAINTAIN A RIGHT HEART IN THE LAWLESS TIMES THAT WE ARE NOW LIVING IN:
1) Continually maintaining intimacy in our walk with the Lord by regularly drawing aside to spend quality time alone with Him
King David who was a man after God’s own heart wrote,

“Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4) “I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.” (Psalm 34:1)
2) The importance of meditating on the word of God and allowing it to shape the way that we live our life

The LORD said to Joshua, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
The Psalmist wrote, “How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word.  With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments!  Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:9-11)

3) That we are very selective about what we allow into our ear and eye gates. What we focus on will greatly influence our thought life and heart attitudes

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.”    (Philippians 4:8)

4) That we are careful about what places we go to. Places have atmospheres so where we spend our leisure time matters
Particularly for new believers it is important that they stay away from places that could cause them to stumble in their walk with the Lord. For this reason it is always crucial that we heed the cautioning of the Holy Spirit at all times and that we give the Devil no opportunity to cause us to stumble in our walk with the Lord 
In the book of Psalms we read,

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful;” (Psalm 1:1)
5) That we are always quick to repent of any known sin in our life when convicted by the Holy Spirit

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14)
This is why the Apostle John wrote,
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)  

6) That we always keep our focus on things above and on what God has called us to do in life

The Apostle John wrote,
“Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15-17)

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2)

7) That we always remain connected to and accountable to other mature Christians

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)

8) That we are always quick to choose to forgive those who have hurt us in life, especially our brothers and sisters in the Lord

This is why Jesus said,

“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)
Jesus also warned of allowing offences into our heart when He said in relation to the times that we are now living in, “And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.” (Matthew 24:10-11)

9) That we always seek to be humble and teachable in the way that we live our life and relate to others

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)
In the book of James we read, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.” (James 4:10)
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.” (Proverbs 9:8-9)
10) That we are always careful about who we allow into our inner circle of friends. It is so important that we always choose our friends wisely

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26)

“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.” (Proverbs 13:20)

11) That we are always quick to take all wrong thoughts captive before they take us captive and become strongholds in our mind. We must always be quick to replace all wrong thoughts with Christ centred thoughts if we are to continually maintain right mindsets and heart attitudes in life
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he...” (Proverbs 23:7)

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,
“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)

And

12) We need to continually choose to live a crucified life where Jesus is truly Lord of every area of our life

This is why the Apostle Paul who achieved so much during his time here on earth wrote,
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
Jesus Himself also made it clear what it involved to be a true disciple of His when He said,
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.” (Luke 9:23-24)
It is in living out these spiritual disciplines that we can always maintain a healthy heart spiritually so that we can continually remain strong in our Christian walk and fulfil our God given potential in Christ
My prayer is that this devotional teaching will greatly help people to realize their full potential in Christ and to remain strong in their faith in the lawless and challenging times that we are now living in
